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700 from Aleppo via the Rayak branch. 'This trunk
line, which effects a junction with the Haifa at Derat,
reached Medina in August 1908, and is progressing to-
wards Mecca (1100 miles) via Eabigh and Jidda (Jeddah),
while operations have already been commenced from
Medina southwards. In the extreme north also this line
is to be extended from Aleppo to Ellis or Tell-Hahesh, so
as to effect a junction with the Anatolian system through
the Bagdad line now also progressing eastwards (see p. 3 2 7).
The Beyrut-Dainascus-Hauran line already referred
to was opened in 1896 to Mezerib, a total distance of
140 miles. By this route easy access may be gained
from Damascus to Petra, the most remarkable ruined city
in Arabia. It stands about six hours' "donkey-ride"
from Maan, a station on the trunk-line half-way between
the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Akaba. The whole of this
region (Arabia Petrsea) was thoroughly surveyed and
mapped in 1896-1902 by Prof. Alois Musil of Vienna.